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Well done thou good and faithful Servant; thou haſt been faithful over 2 


few things, I will make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the Joy of 
thy Lord; 
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A 
FUNERAL SERMON, &c. 


Dan. Xii. 3. 
AND THEY THAT BE WISE SHALL SHINE AS THE 
BRIGHTNESS OF THE FIRMAMENT; AND THEY 


THAT TURN MANY TO RIGHTEOUSNESS AS THE 
STARS FOR EVER AND EVER. 


T is well and truly ſaid by the wiſeſt of men, 


no buſineſs or labour to which men are called, ſo 
important, ſo arduous, ſo difficult, and that fe- 
quires ſuch wiſdom to perform it. The amazing 
worth of the ſoul, makes the labour ſo exceeding 
important, and of ſuch infinite concern. He that 
knew the value of ſouls ſaid, *© For what ſhall it 
« profit a man if he ſhall gain the whole world, and 
5 loſe his own ſoul, or what ſhall a man give in ex- 
* change for his foul?” + And the worth of the 
ſouls of men farther appears from the greatneſs of 
the price that was paid for their redemption. 
„ Foraſmuch as ye know that ye were not redeem- 
« ed with corruptible things, as filver and gold ; 
ce but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb 
*© without blemiſh, and without ſpot.” { 


Prov. xi, 30. + St. Mark viii. 36, 37. f 1 Pet. i. 18, 19, 
| A 2 | | The 


«© He that winneth ſouls is wiſe.*” There is 
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The work of winning ſouls is therefore very 
important, becauſe they are valuable beyond con- 
u e ; as might be proved from many confcer- 
ations. * 

The work of winning ſouls is not only very im- 
portant, but arduous and difficult to the higheſt de- 
gree, and requires great wiſdom. Men are moral 
agents, and are therefore ſo different one from ano- 
ther, that thoſe means which may be highly bene- 
ficial to one may not only be uſeleſs, but hurtful to 
anothers. For thetempers and diſpoſitzons of mankind 
are as various as their faces, and therefore the art of 


winning them to the ways of truth, and turning 


them to righteouſneſs, is more difficult, and re- 
quires greater wiſdom than can well be imagined ; 
for when we have found the method of winning 
ſome, we have ſtill to learn and try different me- 
thods with others, who are of very different tem- 
pers and habits of thinking. And herein the Wiſ⸗ 
dom, (as well as the goodneſs) of God is abun- 


dantly manifeſted; for he knowing the infinitely 


various ſtates of his poor fallen creatures, raiſes up 
men of like paſſions with themſelves; to proclaim the 
Goſpel unto them; men of various and different abili- 
ties, of different ſects, modes of worſhip, of different 


* See an Addreſs to Youth upon the worth of the ſoul, reprint 
ed in the Philadelphian Magazine, vol. i. page 74—79- 


manners, 


A Funeral Sermon. 5 


manners, habits of thinking, variouſly educated, &c. 
that ſo all men in general where the Goſpel comes, 
ſhould be able to hear ſome one or another to their 
ſouls advantage. 

Winning ſouls to Chriſt is rendered ſtill more ar- 
duous and difficult, by reaſon of the powerful ene- 
mies that oppoſe it; the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil, with their numerous hoſts, endeavour as much 
as poſſible, to hinder any from turning to righteouſ- 
neſs; and they muſt be w/e and vigilant indeed, 
who win ſouls, in oppoſition, to all theſe powerful 
and cunning adverſaries. 

What renders the labour of turning men to righ- 
teouſneſs ſtill more difficult, is, their natural aver- 
ſion to that which is good, and their proneneſs to 
that which is evil. Were they only held in chains 
of ſervitude by theſe foes, againſt their own wills, 
the work would be much eafier than it is now; but 
alas, the inclinations of men are generally ſtrongly 
bent to the ſervice of fin, as all thoie will find to 
their ſorrow who ſeek in earneſt to turn them from 
their evil ways. 

But what renders the important ſervice more 
abundantly arduous, and very diſcouraging, is, that 
faithful miniſters frequently experience to their 
great grief, that they have all their labour to do over 
and over again, even where they might have 
thought the difficulties paſt, and the work well nigh 


A 3 finiſhed, 


5 A n 


finiſned. This was the caſe with St. Paul, as he la- 
ments in his epiſtle te the Galatians, in the moſt 
pathetic manner. 1 marvel that ye are ſo ſoon 
removed from him that called you into the grace 
* of Chriſt, unto another Goſpel *” 

O fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you, 
cc that ye ſhould not obey the truth, before whoſe 
ce eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath been evidently ſet forth 
cc crucified among you? 

« Are ye ſo fooliſh? having begun in the bin, 
ce are ye now made perfect by the fleſh? Have ye 
c“ ſuffered ſo many things in vain.” } 

* am afraid of you, leſt I have beſtowed upon 
« you labour in vain.”S “ My little children, of 
* whom I travail, in birth again until Chriſt be 
& formed in you. I defire to be preſent with you 
© now, and to D my voice; for I ſtand in 
« doubt of you.” || * Chriſt is become of no ef- 
ce fe&t unto you, wholoever of you are juſtified by 
ce the law; ye are fallen from grace.” © Ye did 
& run well, who did hinder you, that ye ſhould not 


6 obey the truth?“ “ 


It was thus that the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, la- 


mented the defection of his ſpiritual children; and 


thus it is to the preſent day; and there are none 
who are unacquainted with the ſubject, that can 
imagine the heartfelt grief which the true miniſters 


Gal. i. 6. + Chap, . 1. Ver. 3, 4. Chap iv. 11: 
I Ver. 19, 20. © Chap. v. 4, ** Ver. 7. 


of 
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of Jeſus Chriſt experience when they find their la- 
bour has been thus beſtowed in vain. 

In treating upon theſe words that I have read, 1 
ſhall, Firſt, Endeavour to ſhew, the wiſdom they 


muſt poſſeſs, the qualifications they muſt have, and 


the line of conduct they muſt purſue, who would 
win ſouls, and turn many to rightcouſneſs. 

Secondly, Shew when men may be ſaid to be 
turned to righteouſneſs, 

Thirdly, That they who turn many from their 
fins, unto righteouſneſs, have the moſt indubitable 
evidence of their being true miniſters of the Goſpel, 

and are the moſt highly honoured of all mankind. 
Fourthly, I ſhall conſider the glorious reward 
which they ſhall certainly obtain, from the Lord the 
righteous Judge, at his appearing. 

Firſt, What is that Wiſdom, &c. which they 
muſt poſſeſs who would turn many to righteouſneſs ? 
And here doubtleſs all of you will go in your 
thoughts before my words. The wiſdom which 
they muſt have is that which “ is from above, which 
&« js firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and caſy to 
© be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, with- 
© out partiality, and without hypocriſy.”* Or in 
other words they muſt, fear God, and depart from 
evil themſelves, or they will not be likely to turn 
mankind from their evil ways. The Scriptures abound 
with ſuch declarations as theſe, ** The fear of J«- 


* J2mes iii. 17. 
A 4 % HOYAH 
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HOVAH is the beginning of wiſdom; a good un- 
derſtanding have all they that do his command- 
ments.“ “ © And unto man he ſaid, © Behold 
the fear of the Lord; that is wiſdom; and to depart 
from evil is underitanding.4” The fear of 
Jeaovan is the beginning of knowledge. 4 
The fear of IEHO VA is to hate evil. &“ 

Nothing can be more evident than the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of this Divine Wiſdom to qualify men to turn 
their fellow- creatures to righteouſneſs. Without the 
knowledge and fear of God, all other qualificationswill 
be utterly vain and uſeleſs. If a man knew all the dif- 
ferent languages that ever were, or that now are 
ſpoken in the world, and all the arts and ſciences 
that arc in uſe, yet, unleſs he truly feared the Lord, 
and was himſelf a real convert to the ways of righ- 
teouſneſs, he would be utterly unfit for the very im- 
portant work of turning men from darknefs to light, 
and from the power and dominion of fin and Satan 
to the ſervice of their Creator. Do not miſunder- 
ſtand me; I am no enemy to human learning: far 
from it; but, however uſeful it may be, it will by 
no means anſwer as a ſubſtitute for the Fear of God, 
that heavenly Wiſdom, nor of itſelf qualify a man to 
be a faithful and ſucceſsful miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Thoſe who go forth in this great work muſt have 
the moſt pure and diſintereſted motives. Their 


® Pſal, exi, 10, + Job xxviii. 28. 1 Prov. i. 7. 5 Chap. viii. 13. 


principles 
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principles of action muſt not be the love of riches, 
nor the love of fame; they muſt not deſire popular 
applauſe; the love of Jeſus Chriſt, and a ſerious 
concern for the ſouls of men, muſt be the ruling 
principles of their minds, if they would expect to be 
uſeful to mankind : for if it is once clearly ſeen that 
ſelfiſh and intereſted views animate the preacher, in 
vain may he hope for ſucceſs; for if he ſeeks his 


own glory, aſpires to honours, digaities, riches, or 


the praiſe of the multitude, he may bid adieu to all 
hopes of turning many to righteouſneſs. Theſe un- 
worthy motives, when they appear to actuate a man, 
immediately blaſt the faireſt proſpects of his uſeful- 


neſs, and entirely prevent his ſucceſs in the work of 


the miniſtry, 


When our bleſſed Saviour was about to re- inſtate | 


St. Peter into his Apoſtleſhip, from whence he had 
fallen, by thrice denying his Lord, the firſt queſtion 
that he put to him was this, Simon, ſon of Jonas, 
© Joveſt thou me mors than theſe? He faith unto 


% him, Yea, Lord; thou knoweſt that I love thee. 


« He faith unto him, Feed my lambs.“ 
This was the firſt great qualification which Jeſus 

deſired to find in Peter before he would give him 

charge of the lambs of his flock; and it is in vain for 


any to pretend to be true ſhepherds who do not love 
Jeſus above all. 


St. John xxi. 15. 


When 
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When Peter had anſwered this firſt queſtion to 
ſatisfaction, Chriſt proceeded to queſtion him 2 
ſecond time, and we ſhould have been apt to ſuppoſe 
that he would have aſked him for ſome other qualifi- 
cation next; but, behold, the ſame queſtion is propoſed 
again, „He faith to him again the ſecond time, 
Simon, ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou me? He faith 
* unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knoweſt that I love 
© thee. He ſaith unto him, Feed my ſheep.*” 

No qualification is of equal importance to prepare 
man to do the work of the Lord as this of loving 
him: nothing can be ſubſtituted in its room; it is 
that which he requires of all thoſe whom he appoints 
as the ſhepherds of his flock. Without this, they will 
do more hurt than good. Indeed, how is it poſſi- 
ble that any can be able to feed the ſheep of Chriſt, 
without loving him who laid down his life for the 
ſheep? | 

But we find that Jeſus was willing to examine Peter 
further in order to his re-ordination; the great 
Biſhop of ſouls ſolemnly aſks him again, not whether 
he had this, that, or the other qualification, but, 
He ſaith unto him the third time, Simon, ſon of 
Jonas, loveſt thou me? Peter was grieved be- 
*© cauſe he ſaid unto him the third time, Loveſt thou 
* me? And he ſaid unto him, Lord, thou knoweſt 
* allthings; thou knoweſt that I love thee. Jeſus 
faith unto him, Feed my ſheep. +” 


St. John xxi. 16. t Ver. 17. 


« Loveſt 
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& Loveſt thou me?” is the great queſtion ſtill, 
The beit qualification that a man can have for turn- 
ing many to righteouſneſs is the love of Jeſus. 


This is what the Apoſtles had, which enabled them 


to do and ſuffer ſo much that they might win fouls. 
& For whether we be beſides ourſelves, it is to God, 
« or whether we be ſober it is for your cauſe. For 
© the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us,*” &c, This 
was that powerful motive, that divine principle, 
which animated, encouraged, and ſupported them, 
and made them ſuch able, faithful, and ſucceſsful 
miniſters. | 

They that would turn many to righteouſneſs muſt 
take heed to themſelves and to their doctrine. This 
was the exhortation of St. Paul to Timothy, Take 
5 heed to thyſelf, and unto thy doctrine : continue 
« in them; for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave 
& thyſelf and them that hear thee. 

And again, Study to ſhew thyſelf approved 
„ Unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
5 aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.“ 

And to Titus he ſays, © In all things ſhewing 
66 thyſelf a pattern of good works: in doctrine 
& ſhewing uncorruptneſs, gravity, fincerity, ſound 
« ſpeech, that cannot be condemned; that he that 
js of the contrary part may be aſhamed, having 
* no evil thing to ſay of you. & : 


-<. Cor. v. 13, 14. + 1 Tim. iv. 16. f 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
5 Tit. ii. 77 8. 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall briefly conſider their doctrine, and then the 
manner of life which they mult obſerve who 
would wiſh to turn many to righteouſneſs. 

Though it is certain that God hath bleſt men 
holding what are called different ſyſtems of divinity, 
and has made their miniſtry effectual in turning 
ſinners to himſelf; yet I will venture, partly from 
Scripture, and partly from obſervation, to make a 
few remarks upon this difficult part of my ſubject. 

It is neceſſary that all preachers ſhould have juſt, 
rational, and ſcriptural ideas of the glorious God, 
and his infinitely amiable character and perfections. 
It is neceſſary for them to repreſent him as wiſe, 
powerful, good, holy, righteous, merciful, gracious, 
and abundant in loving-kindneſs, and a God hating 
iniquity. So far it appears to me abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for miniſters of the Goſpel to agree, if they 
would promote the good of their hearers. Thoſe 
who would turn many to righteouſneſs muſt not 
greatly deviate from ſuch ideas of the divine cha- 
Tater, and muſt frequently diſcourſe n thefe 
moſt important ſubjects. 

Again, It will be found neceſſary to ſet before 
mankind their loſt and ruined ſtate by ſin; to con- 
vince them of the evil nature of tranſgreſſion, in 
order to make them ſenſible of their diſeaſes, that ſo 
they may be prepared to receive the Goſpel remedy 


with gladneſs. Much pains and labour ought to be 


employed upon this weighty and important point; 
for; 


Funeral Sermon. 13 


for, as our Saviour juſtly obſerves, They that be 
© whole need not a phyſician, but they that are 
ce fick. For I am not come to call the righteous, 
* but ſinners to repentance.*” And until men are 
made ſeniibic of their true condition, the glorious 
Goſpel wil! never be acceptable to them. 

They who would labour ſucceſsfully in winning 
ſouls muſt be well affected towards the mediatorial 
plan, I queſtion if it was ever known ſince the 
death of our Saviour, that any miniſter was bleſſed 
with remarkable ſucceſs in turning ſouls from their 
fins, unleſs he had great confidence in Jeſus, and 
warmly recommended him to mankind. Chriſt 1s 
the way to the Father, and the only name given 
under heaven whereby we muſt be faved ; he 1s the 
way of God's appointing, and it is therefore incon- 
ſiſtent to imagine that God will bleſs the labours of 
thoſe who negle&, deſpiſe, and ſet at nought the 
dear Redeemer. N 

All God's faithful witneſſes, in all ages, preach 
the great and important doctrine of repentance, and 
proclaim pardon to the penitent. This ſubject may 
be traced through the Scriptures, almoſt from the 
beginning to the end. I can only give a little ſpe- 
cimen. 

In the book of Job it is ſaid, “If thou prepare 
& thine heart, and ſtretch out thine hands towards 
« him; if iniquity be in thy hand, put it far away, 


St. Matt. ix. 12, 13. 
and 
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« and le: not wickedneſs dwell in thy tabernacles, 
% For then ſhalt thou lift up thy face without ſpot ; 
6c yea, thou ſhalt be ſtedfaſt and ſhalt not fear: be- 
& cauſe thou ſhalt forget thy miſery, and remem- 
ce ber it as waters that paſs away: And thine age 
© ſhall be clearer than the noon-day: thou ſhalt 
c ſhine forth, thou ſhalt be as the morning. And 
c thou ſhalt be ſecure, becauſe there is hope: yea, 
% thou ſhalt dig about thee, and thou ſhalt take 
ce thy reſt in ſafety. Alſo thou ſhalt lie down, and 
& none ſhall make thee afraid; yea, many ſhall 
e make ſuit unto thee.* ”? 

In theſe words the nature and bleſſed conſequences 
of repenting and turning to God are moſt elegantly 
ſet forth ; and if it be true, (as ſome have remarked) 
that the book of Jdb gives a full and juſt account of 
the religion of the godly before the giving of the 
law, then this quotation, undoubtedly, deſerves the 
firſt place in the ſpecimen which I ſhall give you of 
the doctrine of repentance and remiſſion of ſins, 

In the ſame book we read, © He (God) locke 
«© upon men, and if any fay, 1 have finn:. 4 
«& perverted that which is right, and it promted me 
not; he will deliver his ſoul from going into che 
pit, and his life ſhall ſee the light.“ 

And again, “ Surely it is meet ta be ſaid unto 
& God, I nave borne chaſtiſement, I will not offend 


* 
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Job xi. 13.—19. + Chap. xxxiii. 28, 29. 
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te any more. That which I ſee not, teach thou me: 
5 if I have done iniquity I will do no more.*” 

In the book of Pſalms the ſame important ſubjects 
are mentioned in à ſtriking manner. 

«© When I kept ſilence, my bones waxed old 
* through my roaring all the day long. For day and 
night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moiſture 
< 1s turned into the drought of Summer. I acknow- 
ce ledged my fin unto thee, and mine iniquity have 
© not hid: I ſaid, I will confeſs my tranſgreſſions 
* unto JEHoVAH ; and thou forgaveſt the iniquity 
« of my fin. For this ſhall every one that is godly 
© pray unto thee in a time when thou mayeſt be 
* found,” And again David ſays, “ I will declare 


te mine iniquity ; 1 will be ſorry for my fin.” And 


« in another pſalm we read. If thou, O Jenovan, 
« ſhouldeſt mark iniquities, O JeHOVAR, who ſhall 


e ſtand? But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that 
thou mayeſt be feare d.“ 


Solomon, ſays. He that covereth his fins ſhall 


* not proſper; but whoſo confefleth and forſaketh 
e them-ſhall have mercy. $” Now we come down 
to Iſaiah, and his language is, © Waſh you, make 
« you clean: put away the evil of your doings from 
* before mine eyes: ceaſe to do evil; learn to do 
e well; ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge 


F Job xXXiv. 31, 32. + Pſal xxxii. 3, 4, 5, 6. f Pfal xxxviii. 18. 


$ Plal. cxxx. 3, 4. | Prov, xxviii. 13. 
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c the fatherleſs, plead for the widow. Come now, 
& and let us reaſon together, ſaith Jznovan yz; 
c though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white 
4 as ſnow; though they be red like crimſon, 
&* they ſhall be as wool*.” *© Seek ye JEHOVAH 
& while he may be found, call ye upon him while 
© he is near. Let the wicked forſake his way, 
© and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
«© him return unto JEHOV An, and he will have 
* mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
* abundantly pardon. | 

Jeremiah calls to the people in like manner to 
repent, and return, and acknowledge their iniquity, 
ſaying, Return thou backſliding Iſrael, faith Jz- 
« yovan; and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall 
« upon you: for I am merciful, faith Jznov an, and 
Iwill not keep anger for ever. Only acknow- 
c ledge thine iniquity, that thou haſt tranſgreſſed 
* againſt JeHovan thy God, and ye have not obey- 
& ed my voice, faith JERoyan.t” 

The language of Ezekiel is much the ſame, Re- 
« pent and turn yourſelves from all your tranſgreſ- 
« ſions; fo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. Caſt 
away from you all your tranſgreſſions whereby ye 

c have tranſgreſſed; and make you a new heart 
and a new ſpirit: for why will you die, O houſe 
of Iſrael? For I have no pleaſure in the death of 


® Iſai. i: 16, 17,18: + Iſai. lv. 6,7: f Jer. Wc 12, 13: 
cc him 
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de him that dieth, faith Adonai JeHovan. Where- 
fore turn yourſelves, and live ye.“ 

Hoſea ſays, © Come, and let us return unto IEHo- 
* yan: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he 
ce hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up. O Iſrael 
«© return unto Jzvovan thy God; for thou haft 
&« fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, 
c and turn to JEHOVAH: ſay unto him. Take 
* away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly: ſo 
ce will we render the calves of our lips.“ 

Joel brings the ſame meſſage, Therefore alſo 
cc now, faith JErov an; turn ye even to me, with all 
* your heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, 
ce and with mourning; and rend your heart, and not 
« your garments, and turn unto JeHovan your 
God; for he is gracious and merciful, flow to 
« anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him 
© of che evil ß? | 

All the Prophets ſpeak to the ſame purpoſe, but I 
ſhall come down to the New Teſtament, and ſee if 
the ſame things are taught there. 

And here we preſently find the ſame doctrines 
preached by St. John the Baptiſt, who camecrying in 
the wilderneſs. And what was the ſum of his preach- 
ing? © Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is 
ce at hand.|| Bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
«© ance. 8“ *© John did baptize in the wilderneſs, 


* and preach the baptiſm of repentance for the re- 
*© miſſion of ſins.“ * 


Ezekiel xviii. 30, 31, 32. + Hoſea vi. 1. f Chap.xiv. 1, 2. 
$ Joel ul, 12, 13. || St. Matt, iii. 2. J Verſe 8.“ St. Mark i. 4. 
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When our dos Lord himſelf began to preach, his 
language was the ſame. “ Jeſus came into Galilee, 
« preaching the Goſpel of the kingdom of God, and 
* ſaying, The time is fulfilled; and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the Goſ- 
6e pel.*” And when he ſent forth his diſciples, 
while he lived on earth, they, in obedience to his 
command, ** went out, and preached that men ſhould 
de repent. + 

After his reſurrection from the And, he ſaid unto 

his Apoſtles, © Go ye into all the world, and preach 
* the Goſpel to every creature.“ © And faid 
unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behov 
ed Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead on 
the third day: And that repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins ſhould be preached in his name, among all 
nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. &“ 
And after the deſcemn of the Holy Ghoſt, when 
the Apoſtles preached, and many were pricked in 
their hearts, and enquired what they ſhould do? 
the anſwer was, © Repent, and be baptized, every 
* one of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
6 remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of 
ce the Holy Ghoſt.||” 

And afterwards, when the Apoſtles charged the 
Jews with the murder of the Prince of Life, they 
addreſſed them thus, “ Repent ye therefore, and be 
& converted, that your fins may be blotted out, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


St. Mark i. 14, 15. + Chap. vi. 12. ft Chap. txvi. 15. 
| $ St. Luke xxiv. 46, 47. Acts ii. 38. 
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er when the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the 
ce preſence of the Lord. * 

And St. Paul ſaid to the Elders of the Church 


f Epheſus, © I kept back nothing that was 


profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you, 


and have taught you publickly, and from houſe to 
** houle, teſtifying both to the Jews and alſo to the 
* Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. +” 

From all theſe teſtimonies, and many others that 
might be quoted, it evidently appears, that all whom 
God ſends to reform mankind, whatever they omit, 
do not neglect to call men to repentance. And were 
any to pretend that they were called of God to turn 
men to righteouſneſs, and did not preach repentance 
to them, we might be aſſured, by that mark alone, 
that they were impoſtors. For there is ſomething ſo 
reaſonable in the idea of repentance, that we may be 
aſſured that $06 commandeth all men every where 
ce to repent. 4 

Repentance evidently implies that men have 
ſinned, or there would be no neceſſity for them to 
repent ; and that God is able, ready, and willing to 
pardon and forgive them, or he would not call them 
to repent; and that there can be no pardon granted 
to the impenitent, while they remain ſuch, as thereby 


all order would be deſtroyed, ſin would be en- 


couraged, the importance of repentance would be 

ſet aſide, God's character and moral government 

injured, and the purpoſes ofthe Goſpel defeated. 
Acts i. 19. + Acts xx. 20, 21. f Acts xvü 39+ 

B 3 :: Thoſe 
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Thoſe who would turn men to righteouſneſs, muſt 
not only proclaim repentance, but muſt hold up 
the glorious Redeemer as the object of faith, and 
exhort men to truſt in him for ſalvation. His incar- 
nation, birth, life, death, burial, reſurrection, aſcen- 
ſion, ſeſſion at God's right hand, and his interceſſion 
there; are all facts of great importance, which it is 
neceſſary to believe, and heartily to confeſs. For the 
record which God has given of his Son muſt be 
received as true, in order to our juſtification and 
ſalvation. The whole proceſs of Chriſt was neceſſary 
for our ſakes, and therefore we muſt give unfeigned 
credit to the Goſpel report in every part, and be 
willing to truſt our fouls, with all their important 


concerns, in the hands of Jeſus. Thus frequently 


ſalvation 1s aſcribed to faith, becauſe thereby we 
behold and apprehend Chriſt, as a compleat Saviour, 
ſuitable to all our needs, and rely upon him as ſuch. 

Sometimes falvation ſeems particularly connected 
with a firm belief in the reſurrection of Jeſus, as that 
is a capital article of the Chriſtian faith, © If thou 
cc ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and 
ce ſhalt believe in thine heart that God hath raiſed 
cc him from the dead, thou ſhalt be faved.*” 

And the Apoſtle, ſpeaking concerning Abraham's 
peing juſtified by believing God, and confiding in 
his promiſe, ſays, © And therefore it was imputed to 
ce him for righteouſneſs. Now 1t was not written 
« for his ſake alone, that it was imputed to him; 


Rom. x. . 


« but 
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© but for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed, if we - 


ce believe on him who raiſed up Jeſus our Lord 
«© fromthe dead, who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raiſed again for our juſtification.*” But 

is a rticle of the reſurrection of Chriſt, is notſet down 
as an object of faith excluſively, but incluſively; for, 
it I believe that Jeſus was raiſed from the dead, I 
cannot refule to believe that he was'born, lived, died, 
aicended, &c. Therefore faith in Chriſt includes a 


hearty, ſincere, and unfeigned belief of the whole 


record given of him in the Scriptures, and (from a 
full conviction of our need, and his ſuitableneſs as a 
Saviour) a frm confidence in him as our Redeemer. 

Thoſe who would approve themſelves as the faith- 
ful miniſters of Jeſus, muſt inſtruct their hearers to 
place their hopes on him, and to ſeek that ©good hope 
*© through grace, 4 that ©** maketh not aſhamed, “ 
which is “ as an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure 
£ and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth into that within 
„ the vail. 8“ This is a good hope, And every 
man that hath his hope in him, purifieth himſelf, 
% even as he is pure. ||” 

The love of God and our neighbour, or perfect 
charity, may be truly faid to be the foundation of 
the law and the Prophets, and the very eſſence of 
Chriſtianity. And thoſe who would turn men to 
righteouſneſs muſt by no means omit this 1n their 
doctrine. 

® Rom, iv. 22—25. f 2 Theſſ. ii. 16. f Rom. v. 5. 

$ Heb. vi. 19. {| 1 John ii. 3. py 
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Obedience to the whole will of God, muſt by no 
means be neglected. How warmly the Apoſtles en- 
forced obedience, even doing the will of God from 
the heart! Their writings abound with exhortations 
of this kind, of which I cannot ſpeak particularly. 
Were I to include as much as poſſible, in five words, 
they ſhould be, Repent, Believe, Hope, Love, Obey. 
Theſe are the Goſpel in miniature, and include every 
thing neceſſary to ſalvation. 

They who would win ſouls, and turn men to 
righteouſneſs, muſt inſiſt warmly upon the neceſſity and 
abſolute importance of holineſs ; holineſs of heart, of 
life and converſation ; or, what ſome will better un- 
derſtand, ſan#ification. Thoſe who deny che neceſ- 
ſity of this can never turn men to righteouſneſs, nor 
be ſucceſsful miniſters of the Goſpel. *©* Without 
© holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord,“ ' is an im- 
portant Scripture maxim, that ſhould never be forgot- 
ten, but be frequently and earneſtly inculcated. 

The doctrine of a future ſtate of rewards and 
puniſhments, according to the deeds done in the 


body, is one of the molt evident of all truths, both 


from Scripture and reaſon, and 1s, at the ſame time, 
very awful, alarming, and important: and they who 
would turn many to righteouſneſs, muſt, after the 
example of Chriit and his Apoſtles, frequently en- 
deavour to repreſent, in the moſt lively manner, 
thoſc inviſible awful realities before the minds of 


their hearers. 


* Heb. x1. 14 Theſ 
1010 
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Theſe are ſome of thoſe leading and important 
points that I have found, both from experience and 
obſervation, to be exceedingly calculated to alarm 
the minds of men, and to turn them to righteouſneſs. 
There are three or four obſervations more, that I 
have found true by experience, and which more 
properly come in here than any where elle. 

One 1s, that they who would turn men to righ- 
teouſneſs, muſt not only hold forth theſe important 
truths to their hearers, but muſt do it in ſuch a man- 
ner as to impreſs thoſe who hear them with the idea 
that the ſpeaker believes, and feels what he holds 
forth to others. For want of this ſerious and earneſt 
manner, the effect of many judicious diſcourſes is loſt. 
And where people find nothing in the manner of 
delivery to engage their attention, they will ſoon 
grow weary, | 

I heard of a Divine who once put this queſtion 
to an Actor, © Pray, Sir, can you tell me what is the 
<« reaſon that your houſes of entertainment are al- 
ways fo crowded, where you repreſent fictions ; 
while our houſes of worſhip have fo few to attend 
them, although we hold forth the moſt important 
and intereiting truths?” © Yes,” ſays the other, 
I can give you the reaſon : We repreſent things 
that are falſe, as though they were true ; while 
you repreſent things that are true, as though they 
« were falſe.” | 

It certainly is a matter of great importance, and 
requires great wiſdom to ſpeak what we ought, and 
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ſpeak it as we ought, ſo as to have the greateſt effect 
upon our hearers. 

I have made another obſervation, that they are 
commonly the moſt ſucceſsful preachers, who moſt 
earneſtly and frequently addreſs their hearers with 
the general calls, exhortations, and invitations of 
the Goſpel. Some preachers are fo tied up to parti. 
cular ſyſtems, as almoſt to be afraid to mention any 
thing of the kind to their congregations: but I never 
knew any ſuch remarkably. bleſſed with ſucceſs; but, 
on the contrary, thoſe who have earneſtly invited 
mankind in the language of the Scripture, ſaying, 

«© O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good ;* ” 
„Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to 
© the waters; and he that hath no money; come 
& ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
, milk without money, and without price,” &c. 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
&« laden, and I will give you reſt,{” &c. Theſe are 
generally the moſt ſucceſsful; and have, by far, the 
greateſt number of ſeals to their miniſtry. 

Permit me to make another obſervation, That the 
Lord moſt frequently bleſſes thoſe who go out of 
the common road, ſuch as teach not only publicly, 
but from houſe to houſe, as the Apoſtles did; yea, 
ſuch as are inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; who 
venture out into the ſtreets and lanes of the city, the 
highways and hedges, and compel the people to come 


* Pſalm xxxiv. 8, Iſaiah lv. 1. f St. Matt, xi. 28. | 
| In. 


* 
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in. Thoſe who, as it were, thus make themſelves 
vile in the fight of men, for the love which they 
bear to precious ſouls, ſuch the Lord will honour 
by giving them ſucceſs. 

Another obſervation, which will be found univer- 
ſally true, is, that the moſt ſucceſsful miniſters are 


ſuch as ſow their ſeed weeping, watering it with 


their prayers and tears. They that ſow in tears, ſhall 
© reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
ci bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again 
« with rejoicing, bringing his ſheaves with him.*” 
All our ſucceſs in the Goſpel depends upon the 
divine bleſſing, and therefore it is neceſſary to lift 
up our continual cries to the throne of grace, that 
God would bleſs our labours; and thoſe who thus ſeek 


earneſtly and fervently, are molt likely to obtain the 


deſire of their hearts. 


But having juſt touched upon the doctrine which 
they who would wiſh to turn many to righteouſneſs 
muſt preach, I ſhall now obſerve, that all miniſters 
of the Goſpel muſt take heed to themſelves; for 
unleſs their manner of life is in ſome good degree 
conſiſtent with their preaching, they cannot be very 
ſucceſsful: the nature of things forbids it. For 
in caſe it is not fo, the people will be fo far from 
attending to any good advice ſuch an unworthy 


miniſter may give, that they will uſe this proverb. 


* Phyſician, heal thyſelf.” And as mankind are 
generally more led by example than precept, it 


* Pſalm cxxvi. 5, 6. + St. Luke iv. 23. 
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will be abundantly more likely that they will fol- 
low the evil ways of their teachers, than that they 
will profit by the good counſel they may ſome- 
times give them. Some miniſters that I have heard 
of, who were ſenſible of their own deficiency in 
point of conduct, have addrefled their hearers 
with ſuch words as theſe, © Do as I ſay, but not as 
Ida.“ And this advice our Saviour gave to his 
diſciples reſpecting the Scribes and Phariſees, ſay- 
in, „The Scribes and the Phariſees ſit in Moſes' 
„ ſeat: all therefore whatſoever they bid you ob- 
« ſerve, that obſerve and do; but do not ye after 
© their works: for they fay, and do not. * ” 

But of himſelf he ſaid, „Learn of me, for 
& I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye ſhall find reſt 
* unto your ſouls.” And the holy Apoſtles not 
only gave good inſtructions to their hearers, but 
ſet them ſuch living examples, as were ſafe for 
them to follow. And they accordingly exhorted 
the believers to follow them. St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, ſays, © For though ye have ten thou- 
fand inſtructors in Chriſt, yet have ye not many 
4 fathers: for in Chriſt Jeſus I have begotten you 
* through the Goſpel. Wherefore I beſeech you, 
* be ye followers of me. 1“ And to the ſame 
church he ſays, „ Whether therefore ye eat or 
«« drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God. Give none offence, neither to the 


St. Matt, xxiii. 2, 3. + St. Matt. xi. 29. 
I I Cor. IV. 193 10, 


“ Jews, 


* 


, 


A Funeral Sermon. 


27 
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of 
God. Even as I pleaſe all men in all things, not 
ſeeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, 
that they may be ſaved. Be ye followers of me, 
even as I alſo am of Chriſt.*” And to the 
Phillippians, after he had opened to them the ſtate of 
his mind, and his conduct, he fays, © Brethren, 
<< be followers together of me,. and mark them 
who walk fo, as ye have us for an enſample. “ 
And again to the ſame, Finally, brethren, what- 
“ ſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
* honeſt, whatſoever chings are juſt, whatſoever 
5 things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 
© whatſoever things are of good report; if there 

be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, think 
on theſe things. Thoſe things which ye have 
both learned, and received, and heard, and 
ſeen in me, do: and the God of peace ſhall be 
with you.“ And to the Theffalonians he thus 
ſpeaks, © For our Goſpel came not unto you in 
word only, but alſo in power, and in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and in much affurance: as ye know what 
«© manner of men we were among you for your 
„fake. And ye became followers of us, and of 
* the Lord, having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghoſt: ſo that 
ye were enſamples to all that believe.$g” “ Ye 
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t Phil. iv. 8,9. § 1 Theſs. i. 5, 6, 7. 
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ce are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, 
and unblameably we behaved ourſelves among 
ce you that believe“. 

All theſe quotations, and many others that might 
be made from the Apoſtolic writings, ſhew, that 
the Apoſtles fet ſuch examples that they could 
ſafely recommend to the imitation of the believers; 
and that their great ſucceſs much depended upon 
the holineſs, uprightneſs, and purity of their lives. 
It 1s therefore neceflary for thoſe who would win 
ſouls, and turn many to righteouſneſs, to“ walk 
“ in wiſdom towards them that are without. +” 
And to fee that they © walk circumſpectly, not 
& as fools, but as wiſe. “ When Jeſus ſent 
forth his Apoſtles, he ſays to them, “ Behold, I 
« fend you forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves : 
e be ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs 
c as doves. 8“ O what wiſdom and innocence are 
requiſite for thoſe who would turn men from their 
ſins! and happy are they who are thus qualified 
for the work. Theſe are ſuch as the poet deſcribes, 


& Their frame is prudence mix'd with love, 
Good works fulfil their day; 

They join the ſerpent with the dove, 
© Bur calt the ſting away.” . 


It is neceſſary for the miniſters of Chriſt to have 
the m2 ſpirit and temper in them, that he had in 


* 1 Theſ. ii. 10. + Col. ir. 5. | Eph. v: 15. 
& St. Mat. x. 16. a 
himſelf; 
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himſelf; to avoid ſelfiſhneſs, envy, pride, wrath, 
and every evil diſpoſition : to. be governed by the 
glorious principles of univerſal benevolence, humi- 
lity, meekneſs, and reſignation to the will of God. 
They muſt defire to glorify God, to honour Jeſus, 
to ſave their own ſouls, and thoſe that hear them. 
They muſt in all their principles and motives, in 
all their thoughts, words, and actions, imitate and 
follow the example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
They ought to be what St. Paul exhorted Timothy 
to be. gut be thou an example of the believers, 
& in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
« faith, in purity.*” Follow after righteouſneſs, 
cc. godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meekneſs. Fight 
« the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life.. 
« Follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace with 
c them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

Theſe are the neceſſary qualifications of thoſe 
who ſhall have the ſublime happineſs of turning 
many to righteouſneſs, and of ſhining as the ſtars 
for ever and ever. But alas! Who is ſufficient 
e for theſe things? ““ But God is able, and in all 
ages he hath raiſed up and qualified ſome of the 
ſons of men to be his faithful witneſſes, and to turn 
their fellow creatures to righteouſneſs. May tlie 
Lord, who has the reſidue of the Spirit, increaſe 
their number in theſe days! 


A 


* 1 Tim. iv. 12 + 1 Tim. vi: 11, 12. f 2 Tim, ii. 22. 
| $ 2 Cor. ii, 16,1 5 
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I come, ſecondly, to ſhew when men may be truly 
ſaid to be turned to righteouſneſs. And upon this 
I need not be lengthy, as what has already been 
ſaid will give a general idea of that religion which 
I mean to recommend. They who are truly turned 
to righteouſneſs, are fuch as have been convinced 
of their undone. condition, have ſeen and felt the 
evil of fin, have been made to hate and forſake 
iniquity, to fly from it as from death; and © have 
« fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before 
ce them.*” They are ſuch as have throrgh grace 
been brought truly to repent, and unfeignedly to 
believe the holy Goſpel; have been made to ceaſe 
to do evil, and have learned to do well : have ac- 
knowledged their tranſgreſhons, and obtained par- 
don and forgiveneſs at the hand of God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Theſe are turned from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan to 
the ſervice of God. They are truly turned to righ- 
teouſneſs, as they have been brought to renounce 
the ways of ſin, and to chuſe the ſervice of God 
for their portion. Or more particularly, they have 
received the Lord Jeſus as their righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength; He has been of God made to them 
ce wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and 
redemption. * They can now ſay, © In JEHOVAH 
have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength.” They are 
juſtified, or acquitted, pardoned and accepted through 
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& Teſus Chriſt the righteous. *? They love the 
Goſpel, and are not aſhamed of it, “ For therein 
e is the righteoufneſs of God revealed from faith 
« to faith; as it is written, The juſt ſhall live by 
“ faith. T“ They rejoice in “ the righteouſneſs of 
God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, 
« and upon all them that believe. They ſeek to 
be found in Chriſt, not having their * own righ- 
ce teouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which is 
&« through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
« which is of God by faith. &“ 

But they do not only truſt in Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous, and in the righteouſneſs and ſalvation 
which he hath revealed; but the principles that 
dwell within them, and by which they are governed, 
are principles of righteouſneſs and true holineſs : 
and from thence the fruits of righteouſneſs ſpring 
forth to the glory and praiſe of God. Thus they 
become truly righteous in heart, and are conformed 
to Jeſus in the image and ſpirit of their minds. 
Their religion is not like that of the Phariſees, 
which was wanting in four great articles, “ Fudge 
„ ment, mercy, faith, and the love of God, “ thoſe 
moſt important things; but they who are turned to 
righteouſneſs, love God with all their hearts, firmly 
believe and confide 1n him ; they love his command- 
ments, and delight in his ways. 

They who are turned to righteouſneſs, practiſe it; 
their thoughts, words, and actions, are righteous ; 


* 1 John. 11. 1. + Rom. i. 17: t Rom. iii. 22. 
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they follow after righteouſneſs, and by their conduct 
prove chat they are righteous perſons, and are truly 
born of God. 

St. John ſays, Little children, let no man de- 
&© ceive you: He that doeth righteouſneſs is righ- 
* teous, even as he is righteous*.” © If ye know 
© that he is righteous, ye know that every one that 
e doeth righteouſneſs, is born of him.” “ Who- 
© ſoever doeth not righteouſneſs, is not of God. 
So that nothing can be more evident, than that thoſe 
who are turned to righteouſneſs, manifeſt the ſame, 
by doing righteouſneſs. The very deſign of the 
Goſpel is to make men holy, and to cauſe tnem to 
bring forth good fruits. 

The language of the Prophet Micah 1s beautiful, 
and comprehends every thing in a few words. 
« He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good; 
«© and what doth JERHOVAH require of thee, 
© but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
„ humbly with thy God.“ 
And the words of St. Paul are to the ſame import. 
For the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation to all 
men, hath appeared, teaching us, that denying 
ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould hve 
ſoberly, rightcouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
* world. ||” 

In this excellent paſſage our duty towards our- 
ſelves is included in living ſeberly; that which we 
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owe to our neighbour is comprehended in living 
righteouſly; and the obedience and ſervice due to our 
Creator, is expreſſed by living godly. 

This is what I underſtand in brief by being turn- 
ed to righteouſneſs; much more might be added, 
but I forbear, as much ſtill remains to be ſaid of that 
which I propoſed. | 

I come, Thirdly, to ſhew that they who turn many 
from ſin to righteouſneſs, have the moſt indubitable 
evidence of their being true miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and are the moſt highly honoured of all mankind. 

Nothing can be more evident from Scripture, than 
this poſition, that thoſe whom God hath not ſent, 
and who are not qualified in ſome good meaſure 
by his grace, for the work of the miniſtry, and thoſe 
who do not ſtand in his counſel, and cauſe the peo- 
ple to hear his words, ſhall not profit them at all. 
God will not bleſs thoſe with ſucceſs whom he hath 
not ſent, and he will not ſend thoſe who are ſtrangers 
and enemies to him, on this moſt important errand 
of turning men to righteouſneſs. 

Thus faith JEHovan of Hoſts, Hearken not 
* unto the words of the prophets that propheſy 
% unto you; they make you vain, they ſpeak a 
6. viſion of their own heart, and not out of the 
* mouth of IEHOVAH. They ſay ſtill unto them 
c that deſpiſe me, Jenovan hath faid, ye ſhall 
* have peace; and they ſay unto every one that 
© walketh after the imagination of his own heart, 
no evil ſhall come upon you. For who hath 
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« ſtood in the counſel of Jenovan, and hath per- 
« ceived and heard his word? who hath marked 
« his word and heard it ?**” *T have not ſent theſe 
© Prophets, yet they ran; I have not ſpoken to 
them, yet they propheſied. But if they had ſtood 
in my counſel, and had cauſed my people to hear 
my words, then they ſhould have turned them 
« from their evil way, and from the evil of their 
& doings. “ Therefore, behold, I am againſt 
ce the prophets, faith Jenovan, that ſteal my words 
cc every one from his neighbour. Behold, I am 
© againſt the prophets, faith JEHO VA, that uſe 
cc their tongues, and ſay, He ſaith. Behold, I am 
ce againſt them that propheſy falſe dreams, ſaith 
Jexovan, and do tell them, and cauſe my peo- 
ple to err by their lies and their lightneſs; yet 
I ſent them not, nor commanded them : there- 
fore they ſhall not profit this people at all, ſaith 
«© IEHOVAU. 1“ Words cannot be more full, plain, 
and poſitive, that ſuch whom the Lord hath not 
ſent, and who are not qualified by him, and who 
do not cauſe mankind to hear his words, ſhall not 
profit the people. And if he who has the power 
to bleſs in his own hand, has declared that their 
words ſhall be unprofitable, it is not poſſible for 
them to be ſucceſsful ia turning men from iniquity. 
And how, in the nature of things, is it poſſible that 
they ſhould turn men to righteouſneſs, when they 
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do not ſo much as intend or deſire it, and are them- 
ſelves unacquainted with the ways of wiſdom and 
truth? To ſuppoſe that God will ſend ſuch, or 
bleſs them in their miniſtry, is highly abſurd, 
Would an earthly king ſend an Ambaſſador upon 
the moſt important embaſſy, whom he knew to be 
an enemy to his crown and dignity, and who was 
not only totally unfit for the employment, but alto- 
gether bent upon overthrowing the very purpoſe 
of the king? And can any reaſonable man for a 
moment imagine, that God, the infinitely wiſe, 
who knows the hearts of all men, will ſend forth 
bond-ſlaves of the devil, upon the important errand 
of turning men to righteouſneſs? the idea is too 
ridiculous to admit even for a moment. 

But our Saviour not only repreſents wicked teach- 
ers as uſeleſs, but as hurtful and dangerous, and 
therefore he ſays, © Beware of falſe prophets, who 
*© come to you in ſheeps clothing, but inwardly 
„they are ravening wolves. Ye ſhall know them 
* by their fruits: Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
&© or figs of thiſtles? Even ſo every good tree bring- 
eth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
5 forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth 
“evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth 
* good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit, is hewn down, and caſt into the fire. 
£© Wherefore by their fruits ye ſhall know them.*” 


St. Matt. vii. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 
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A good man out of the good treaſure of his heart, 
e bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil 
* man out of the evil treaſure of his heart, bringeth 
cc forth that which is evil; for of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth ſpeaketh.*” 

And to the Phariſees he faid, O generation of 
ce vipers, how can ye, being evil, ſpeak good things? 
for out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
e ſpeaketh. g.“ 

From theſe words of our Saviour, we plainly ſec 
that wicked men can never be good miniſters, and 
they are ſo far ſrom being uſeful, that they are high- 
ly dangerous; and inſtead of ſaving the ſouls of 
others, they are in the greateſt danger of being 
plunged into perdition themſelves. 

Therefore 1t muſt certainly follow, that ſuch as 
win ſouls to God, and turn many to righteouſneſs, 
are true and faithful miniſters, whom the Lord hath 
_ raiſed up, called, qualified, and ſent forth. This is 
the greateſt proof that any can deſire, and is the 
moſt certainly to be depended upon. For it is evident 
that the very purpoſe for which Chriſt ſends his mi- 
niſters forth, is to do good to the ſouls of men. 
The commiſſion which he gave to St. Paul is a direct 
proof of this. I have appeared unto thee for this 
% purpoſe, to make thee a miniſter and a witneſs 
* both of thoſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of 
« thoſe things in the which I will appear unto thee : 
* delivering thee from the people, and from the 


* $8, Luke vi. 450 + St. Matt. xi. 35. 
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* Gentiles, unto whom now I ſend thee, to open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to 
* light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
*© that they may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and in- 
5e heritance among them who are ſanctified by faith 
ce that is in me.“ And it is plain that nothing gave 
St. Paul and the reſt of the Apoſtles ſuch affurance of 
their being truly called and ſent of God, as the ſuc- 
ceſs they had in winning ſouls to Chriſt; and their 
greateſt joy was to behold their converts continue to 
. walk in the truth. A few paſſages from their epiſtles 
will confirm what I have ſaid. | 

St. Paul ſays to the Corinthians, “ Am I not an 
“% Apoſtle? am I not free? have I not ſeen Jeſus 
6 Chriſt our Lord? Are not ye my work in the 
* Lord? If I be not an Apoſtle unto others, yet 
* doubtleſs I am to you: for the ſeal of mine Apoſ- 


5 tleſhip are ye in the Lord.” And again to the 


ſame Church, Do we begin again to commend 
«© ourſelves? Or need we, as ſome others, epiſtles 
* of commendation to you, or letters of commen 
& dation from you? Ye are our epiſtle written in 
* our hearts, known and read of all men: Foraſ- 
much as ye are manifeitly declared to be the epit- 
cc tle of Chriſt miniſtered by us, written not with 
6 ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not 
* in tables of ſtone, but in fleſhly tables of the 
6 heart.?” And to the Church of the Theſlalo- 


V Acts xxi. 16, 17, 18. a. 
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nians he ſays, © For what is our hope, or joy, or 
* crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the pre- 
* ſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming? 
* For ye are our glory and joy.*” ** For now we 
« live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord.“ | 

And to the Hebrews he writes thus, ©* Obey 
ce them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit 
*«« yourſelves: for they watch for your-ſouls, as they 
ce that mult give account, that they may do it with 
* joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable 
« for you.!“ And St. John ſays, I rejoiced greatly, 
* that I found of thy children walking in truth, 
« as we have received a commandment from the 
* Father.||” And to the beloved Gaius he thus 
writes, For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren 
& came and teſtified of the truth that is in thee, 
© even as thou walkeſt in the truth. I have no 
& greater joy than to hear that my children walk in 
6e truth. 8“ 85 GE | 

Thele paſſages, and many more which might be 
quoted from the writings of the Apoſtles, plainly 
ſhew, that they efteemed the convertion of men, as 
the belt evidence of their Apoſtleſhip; that it gave 
them the greateſt joy to ſce the believers continue 
faithful; and on the other hand, the molt bitter 
ſorrow when thoſe who had begun well, turned back, 
and apoſtatized from the truth. Fd 

It is then plain and evident, that ſuch who turn 
many to righteouſneſs, are true miniſters, called and 


2 1 Thel. 1. 19, 20. +. 3 Thef. ni, 8. 1 Heb. xi. 17. 
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ſent of God; thoſe he will bleſs, and make them 
ſucceſsful, and none but them. Theſe honour God, 
by obeying him, and he will put the higheſt honour 
upon them, by making their miniſtry effectual for 
the good of mankind. As it was ſaid of Levi, ſo it 
may in meaſure be ſaid of each of them.“ My cove- 
© nant was with him of life and peace; and I gave 
© them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me, 
* and was afraid before my name. The law of truth 
was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found 1n 
his lips: he walked with me in peace and equity, 
© and did turn many away from iniquity.*” 

O how much better it is to have the joy and ho- 
nour of turning many to righteouſneſs, than to have 
the higheſt fame, and loudeſt applauſe of mortals; 
and all the riches, dignities, and preferments that 
ever were beſtowed upon any of the ſons of men on 
earth! But this naturally brings me, 

Fourthly, to conſider the glorious reward which 
they who have been wiſe to win fouls, and have turned 
many to righteouſneſs, ſhall certainly obtain from 
the Lord the righteous Judge at his appearing. 

My text informs us, that the %% ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament ; or as our Lord expreſſes 
it, „ Then ſhall the righteous ihine forth as the ſun 
in the kingdom of their Father: Aud they that 
turn many to righteouſneſs as the lars for ever and ever. 
When our Lord ſhall come he thall raiſe the bodies 
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of his ſaints, and faſhion them according to his 


glorious image and likeneſs. And as he will ſhine 
in radient glory and brightneſs, ſo ſhall they alſo 
ſhine in his kingdom. St. Paul ſays, “ When 
« Chriſt who is our life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye 
ce alſo appear with him in glory.*” And the be- 
loved diſciple ſays, © Beloved, now are we the ſons 
© of God, and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall 
ce be: but we know that when he ſhall appear we 
« ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee lum as he is. “ 

This honour all his ſaints ſhall have; but who 
can conceive the glory which they ſhall haye in that 
bright day, who have turaed many to righteouſneſs ? 
I will ſpend a few minutes in the conſideration of 
this glorious and important part of my ſubject. 

The work of the miniſtry is the greateſt truſt by 
far that ever was or can be omnined to the hands 
of men, and therefore it is a moſt difficult and dan- 
2crous poſt; on one hand there are the greateſt 
threatnings in caſe of unfaithfulneſs, and on the other 
the moſt glorious promiſes, to thoſe who act well 
their part, 

Often have I trembled when J have thought upon 
ſuch paſſages as theſe. Son of man, I have made 


ce thee a watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael: there- 


« fore hear the word at my mouth, and give them 
cc warning from me, When! ſay unto the wicked, 
© Thou ſhalt ſhurely die; and thou giveſt him not 
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warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to ſave his life; the ſame wicked 
man ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will 


1 require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the 


wicked, and he turn not from his wickedneſs, nor 


© from his wicked way, he ſhall die in his iniquity 


but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. Again, when a 
righteous man doth turn from his righteouſneſs, 
and commit iniquity, and I lay a ſtumbling block 
before him, he ſhall die; becauſe thou haſt not 
given him warning, he ſhall die in his fin, and 
his righteouſneſs which he hath done ſhall not be 


remembered; but his blood will I require at thine 


hand, Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the righteous 
man, that the righteous fin not, and he doth not 
fin, he ſhall ſurely live, becauſe he is warned; 
alſo thou haſt delived thy ſoul.*” 

And the words of our Lord are almoſt as terrible, 
Who then 1s that faithful and wiſe ſteward, whom 
his Lord ſhall make ruler over his houſhold, to 


give them their portion of meat in due ſeaſon; 


bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when 
he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. Of a truth I ſay 
unto you, that he will make him ruler over all 
that he hath. But and if that ſervant ſay in his 


heart, My Lord delayeth his coming: and ſhall 


begin to beat the men ſervants and maidens, and 
to eat and drink with the drunken; The Lord 


„ Ezek. iii. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. See alſo Ezekiel xxxiii. 29. 
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< of that ſervant will come in a day when he looketh 
& not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, 
* and will cut him aſunder, and will appoint him 
© his portion with the unbelievers.““ 

Theſe are threatnings ſufficient, one would think, 
to rouſe the moſt ſecure to look about them, and 
conſider how they fulfil the duties of their ſtations, 
and what they have juſt reaſon to expe& from the 
hand of the Lord at his coming. 
| But on the other hand there are great encourage- 
| ments, and incitements to be faithful in this moſt 
| important ſervice, St. Peter writes thus, 
The elders which are among you, I exhort, 
| © who am allo an elder, and a witneſs of the ſuffer- 
| 
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| that ſhall be revealed; Feed the flock of God 
| © which is among you, taking the overſight there- 
* of, not by conſtraint but willingly and of a ready 
«© mind; neither as being lords over God's heritage, 
but being examples to the flock. And when the chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a crown 
« of glory that fadeth not away.4+” And the Lord 
| Jeſus ſent his meſſage to the angel of one of the ſe- 
* It ven Churches, and it may be applied to all true 
h miniſters, ** Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
«© give thee a Crown of life. “ 
1 Theſe are very great encouragements to faithful- 
Lt neſs; and happy are they who endure to the end, 
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who look not back; who endure temptation; for 
after they are tried, and found faithful, they “ ſhall 
* receive, the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
«© promiſed to them that love him.“ The holy 
Apoſtle St. Paul was a faithful labourer in his Lord's 
ſervice; he won many ſouls, and turned great num- 
bers to righteouſneſs, and was able to ſay at laſt, I 
© am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
© departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 
I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith: 
* Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
c righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge 
* ſhall give me at that day; and not to me only, 
F* but unto all them alſo that love his appearing.+” 
O how vaſt, rich, and glorious are the rewards 
prepared for thoſe who have truly loved and faith- 
fully ſerved the Lord on earth! and eſpecially for 
thoſe who have been the happy inſtruments of bring- 
ing many to the knowledge and obedience of the 
truth. I will mention a few particulars. 
1. They ſhall receive the approbation of their 
Lord, the plaudit of their Judge, with the promiſe 
of great advancement in the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
immediate admiſſion into happineſs. ©& Well done 
thou good and faithful ſervant; thou halt been 
« faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
«© over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
«© Lord.f” He that acts in ſuch a manner as to 
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gain the commendation of his Saviour, and has this 
teſtimony that he pleaſes God, need not regard what 
men may think or ſay of him or Ris conduct. Lord 
grant me this approbation at laſt, and it is enough, 
Let men ſcorn and deſpiſe me, ſo that thou doſt ap- 
prove of me, I am content. 

2. They ſhall not only have the favour and appro- 
bation of their Judge; but ſhall receive from his 
hand a crown of life, of righteouſneſs, of glory that 
fadeth not away, as I have already obſerved. 

'3 Our Lord will inveſt them with the ſceptre or 
rod of government, according to his promiſe, ** And 
© he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto 
© the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 
(And he ſhall rule them with a rod of iron, as the 
ce veſſels of a potter ſhall they be broken to ſhivers:) 
& even as I received of my Father. And I will 
c give him the morning ſtar.“ Here glory, ho- 
nour, dominion and power ſeem united, and theſe 
ſhall be given to conquerors. 

4 The greateſt and moſt amazing promiſe in all 
the Scriptures ſeemsto me to be this, To him that 
* overcometh will I grant to fit with me in my 


La) 


& throne, evenas I alſo overcame, and am ſet down 
e with my Father upon his throne.” Who could 
have believed that ſuch immortal honour, and ſuch 
high and glorious dignity ſhould be granted 
by the Lord to any of the ſons of men? but he 
hath promiſed, and he will perform. He will make 


his faithful ſervants partners with him in his inher1- 


® Rev. ul. 26, 27, 28. + Rev. iii. 21. 
1 tance, 
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tance, kingdom, crown, ſceptre, throne, power, au- 
thority, and all his royal dignities. He will make 
them kings and prieſts to God, and they ſhall reign 
on the eafth. They ſhall inherit all things, being 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, and hav- 
ing ſuffered with him in the fleſh, they ſhall be glo- 
rified with him in his kingdom. Truly ſuch may 
fay with St. Paul, For I reckon that the ſufferings 
© of this preſent time are not worthy to be com- 
© pared with the glory which ſhall be revealed in 
&f us.“ For our light affliction, which is but for 
% moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
cc eternal weight of glory.+” 

When the glorious Saviour ſhall come with all his 
ſaints, and preſent his whole Church before the Fa- 
ther, ſaying, © Behold I, and the children which God 
** hath given me.F” Then ſhall all his faithful mi- 


niſters, who have turned finners to righteouſneſs, 


preſent before the glorious Redeemer the ſouls they 
have won, which ſhall be their joy and crown of 
rejoicing in the preſence of their Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
at his coming. Theſe ſhall be their witneſſes, their 
ſeals, the fruits of their labour, their glory and their 
joy. O with what amazing tranſports of joy, will 
thoſe faithful labourers, who have ſown the precious 
ſeed of the word in tears, ſhout the harveſt home, 
bringing the ripe ſheaves of glory in their arms, ſafe 
into the kingdom of their Lord ! 


Rom. viii. 18. + 2 Cor. ir. 17. t Heb. fi. 13- 
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© Then ſhall the righteous man ſtand in great 
«© boldneſs before the face of ſuch as have afflicted 
« him, and made no account of his labours. When 
& they ſee it, they ſhall be troubled with terrible 
e fear, and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangneſs of his 
ce ſalvation, ſo far beyond all that they looked for. 
And they repenting and groaning for anguiſh of 
« ſpirit ſhall ſay within themſelves, This was he, 
c whom we had ſometimes in derifion, and a pro- 
ce verb of reproach: we fools accounted his life mad- 
* neſs, and his end to be without honour : how is he 
c numbered among the children of God, and his 


lot is among the ſaints!“ O glorious portion 
« indeed! 


Who would not earneſtly wiſh to poſſeſs ſuch glory 
as this? then let us all be wiſe unto falvation, faith- 
ful in our ſeveral ſtations, and endeavour each in our 
little ſphere to be uſeful. Let us all as far as our 
influence extends, ſeek to win ſouls to the know- 
ledge and obedience of the truth, and turn as many as 
poſſible to righteouſneſs, by letting our igt ſo ſhine 
before men, that they may ſee our good works, and glori- 


H our Father who is in heaven, as our Lord adviſes : 


To which purpoſe St. Peter thus writes. ** Dearly 
% beloved, I beſeech you as ſtrangers and pilgrims, 
« abſtain from fleſhly luſts that war againſt the ſoul : 
having your converſation honeſt amongſt the Gen- 
& tiles: that, whereas they ſpeak againſt you as evil 
* doers, they may by your good works, which 


* Wiſdom of Solomon, v. 1, 2, 3, 4 5. 
| 66"-THEVY 
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ce they ſhall behold, glorify God in the day of viſi- 


e tation.“ 

Let us remember that the Scripture ſays, Light 
ce 1s fown for the righteous, and gladneſs for the 
« upright in heart.” And that the crown of righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall not only be given to St. Paul, and 
thoſe who, like him, have turned many to righteouſ- 
neſs, but unto all them who love the appearing of 
Jeſus Chriſt. However humble our ſtations, and 
ſmall the circle of our acquaintance, and confined 
the ſpheres in which we move, yet, if we are truly 
wiſe, and faithful in our lot, we ſhall gain the appro- 
bation of our Judge, and ſhall /hine /ike the ſun in the 
kingdom of our Father, as the brightneſs of the mw 
' ment, and as the ſtars for ever and ever, 

Let us then improve our time to the — of 
God, to the advantage of our own ſouls, and the 
good of mankind; that we may be fo happy 
as to hear the approving voice of Jeſus, ſaying unto 
us, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
6e the world ;{” and each one of us have the ſatis- 
faction of e ins the plaudit of our Advocate and 
Judge, Well done, good and faithful ſervant; thou. 
6 haſt been faithful over a few things, I willmake 
6 thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord. &“ 

It will doubtleſs be expected that I ſhould ſay 
ſomething of the life, miniſtry, and character of the 


* 1 Peter ii. 11, 12. + Pſalm xcvii. 11. f St. Matt. xxv. 34- 
$ Verſe 23. 
late. 
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late Rev. Mr. WrsLEY; on the account of whoſe 
death I have delivered this diſcourſe. But in many 
reſpects I am totally unqualified to ſpeak any thing. 
concerning him. 

i. Iam but a young man; compared with him I 


7 


am but of yeſterday, and know nothing. 


2. 1 had but a very ſlight and ſmall perſonal ac- 
quaintance with hith, indeed the little I had could 
hardly be deemed any at all : I knew him by fight ; 1 
have heard him preach; he knew my name; and we 
have ſpoke together, as far as common ſalutation, 
once or twice, but not more. 

3. I never belonged to his ſociety in my life, nor 
did I receive my religious impreſſions under his 
miniſtry, or that of any of the preachers in his con- 
nexion. 

. have never heard more than about a ſcore of 
1 from himſelf and all the preachers in his 
connexion put together; nor ever was in half that 
number of his chapels and preaching places in Ame- 
rica and Europe, 

5. 1 was never in my life in one of thoſe little ſo 
cieties, in which his people meet, called, claſſes. 

6. I have never yet given his numerous writings 4 
peruſal, having only read ſome ſermons, and other 


little tracts, ſome numbers of his Magazine, a fewof 
his journals, and part of his Appeal. 

It may therefore be thought that I have no buſi- 
nels to fay any thing about him, as I know very little 
perſonally, and as others, that are well qualified, 
have 
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have ſpoken, and will ſpeak of him in ſome meaſure | 
Fe: as he deſerves. | 
But though in all theſe reſpects mentioned I am 
unqualified to ſpeak of him, yet in ſeveral others I 
am as well or better qualified than moſt, or, perhaps, 
any perſon in the world; and what I fhall ſay of him | 
will, perhaps, be as much or more regarded than 
| what may come from any other perſon, from the 
| following conſiderations. | 
| 1. What I ſhall fay will not be the voice of preju- 
| dice, either for or againſt him. I have no party 
views, nor any hope or expectation from any party. 
I am neither a Calviniſt nor an Arminian. I ſe- 
riouſly wiſh both thoſe names were buried in obli- 
Vion. | 

"WE: When firſt came into England, being in compa- 
| ny with ſeveral miniſters, and others, an old Gentle- 
; man put this queſtion to me, with great emphaſis and 
importance, Are you a Calviniſt or an Arminian ?” 
To which I replied, *I am neither Calviniſt nor 
4 Arminian.” At which he ſeemed greatly ſur- 
priſed, imagining all Chriſtians muſt rank under one 
or other of theſe names. He then deſired to know 
of what religion I was. I gave him the following 
| information: Sir, my religion is this, I read the 
| „ Bible for myſelf, and what that teaches me to 
£2 6 believe, I ſincerely believe, according to the beſt 
flight J have, without any regard to what others 
* may think; and what I find there commanded I | 

* endeavour to practiſe. I do not rank under the 

| D ſtandard 
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& ſtandard of Calvin, nor Arminius; I know no- 
thing about them, having never read their works, 
* and I am determined never to call myſelf after 
either of their names, or that of any other man.” 

This is ſtill my determination, I lean to neither of 
theſe parties, neither have I any prejudice againſt 
either of them. I wiſh to embrace them all in one 
grand ſyſtem of benevolence. I am determined to 
call no man maſter on earth, and J ſincerely deſire 
and hope that none will ever call themſelves after 
my name; as there is nothing to which I have a 
greater averſion. To prevent this, I have hitherto 
carefully avoided forming connexions, or making 
ſeparation from churches, or endeavouring to attach 
any party to myſelf. 

2. I am in ſome meaſure qualified to ſpeak of the 
effects of the labours of thoſe in connexion with the 
Rev. Mr. WESsLEX, having travelled much in thoſe 
parts of America where his ſocieties are planted, and- 
have had great opportunities of hearing, not only 
what the friends of the work have ſaid, but the ac- 
knowledgments of thoſe who have not borne any 
great good-will to Mr. WESLEY, or his preachers. 

I am not greatly fond of funeral panegyrics, and 
ſeldom ſpend much time in ſpeaking upon the cha- 
racter of any one; as there is oftentimes more ſpoken 
upon theſe occaſions than ſtrict truth can juſtify. 
And I feel an utter averſion againſt giving flattering 
titles to any man, however great or eſteemed. 


But 
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But in the preſent inſtance I ſhall not pretend to 


mention the tenth part that might be ſaid with the 


ſtricteſt veracity; I ſhall not preſume to enter into a 
detail of Mr. WEsLEY's life, this will no doubt be 
done by the proper perſons, who are well qualified 
for ſuch a work; nor ſhall I attempt to draw his cha- 
racter, (farther than I truſt it will be found to accord 
with the diſcourſe already delivered,) this I leave to 
thoſe who are able to do it more juſtice than I can 
pretend to have in my power, I ſhall only mention 
a few facts of public notoriety, and give my opinion 
without partiality, and I truſt without hypocriſy. 

1. Few, if any, in our days, have been ſo long in 
the work of the miniſtry; being firſt ordained Dea- 
con in the Church of England, (whereof he was a 
member,) as early as the year 1725; ſixty-ſix years 
therefore this moſt induſtrious man employed in ſeek- 
ing to do good to his fellow- creatures; by miniſter- 

ing to their neceſſities, both temporally and ſpiritual- 
ly. Fifty-two years he was a field-preacher in 
England; (for he had frequently preached out of 
doors in Georgia when the houſes would not contain 
the congregations.) He began in March, 1739, to 
preach 1 in che fields at Briſtol, and ſoon after in other 
places. | | 
2. I believe that none will think that I go beyond 
the truth in ſuppoſing that he preached far more 
ſermons in his life-time than any other man ever did, 


or perhaps ever will. | 
D 2 He 


* 
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He informs us, in his Appeal, that he preached 
eighteen or nineteen ſermons in a week, conſtantly 
through the year, which is almoſt a thouſand ſer- 
mons a year, and at which rate he muſt have deliver- 
ed fifty thouſand ſermons in his life-time; beſides 
meeting the claſſes and ſocieties, writing letters and 
books, performing journies, and a multitude of 
other labours, too many for me to mention. Fifty 
thouſand ſermons may perhaps be a little more than 
the truth, but if he preached half the number, it far 
exceeded what any other man that ever I heard of 
could pretend to have done; and this, probably, is as 
much leſs than the truth, as the other computation 
excceds it, I will quote the paſſage out of his 
Appeal, which is the foundation of what I have ſaid 
above. He there ſays to his adverſaries, who 
charged him with a deſign to enrich himſelf, 

„ For what gain (ſetting conſcience aſide) will 
% you be obliged to act thus? To live exactly as I 
e do? For what price will you preach (and that 
«* with all your might, not in an eaſy faſhionable 
way) eighteen or nineteen times every week ? 
And this throughout the year? What ſhall I 
2 you, to travel ſeven or eight hundreds of 

* miles, in all weathers, every two or three months? 
« For what ſalary will you abſtain from all other 

* diverſions, than the doing good, and the praiſing 
« God? I am miſtaken if you would not prefer 


« ſtrangling 


cc 


cc 
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& ſtrangling to ſuch a life, even with thouſands of 
« gold and filver.““ 

3. I believe I may venture to ſay that no man ever 
We the Goſpel to ſo many people as Mr. 
WesLzy did in his life. He muſt have preached 
to ſeveral millions in the whole; for he not only to the 
laſt kept journeying from place to place, preaching 
to very numerous congregations, but he lived fo long 


as to preach to three or four ſucceſſive generations. 


During the time that the late Rev. Mr. Wai re- 
FIELD preached, he probably preached to more in 
proportion than Mr. WesLEy did, but then his miniſtry 


laſted but thirty-fouryears and a quarter, from his or- 


dination to his death. Mr. WESsLEx being continued 
in the miniſtry nearly twic: as long, certainly preached 
to many more, though likely not to double the 
number, | 

Both theſe men I eſteem as faithful ſervants of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; both laboured abundantly for the 


good of mankind; both {ought by all poſhble means 


to win ſouls, and turn many to righteouſneſs. It is 
true, they differed in ſome things, but it is a thouſand 
Pities ſuch {trife and animoſiry ſhould have ariſen 


among their followers; for they agreed in moſt 


points, as I myſelf can teſtify, haviig heard them 
both. Both declared man's fallen, helpleſs, undone 
condition by nature and by practice, and the neceſ- 


See his firſt Appeal to Men of Reaſon and Religion, page 47, 48, 
ſeventh edition. 
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fity of an all- powerful Saviour to deliver him from 
his ſtate of ſin and miſery. 
Both declared ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt to 


all ſorts and conditions of men, and invited all with- 


out exception, to come to him by faith, and heartily 
truſt their ſouls in his hands. Both inſiſted largely 
on the neceſſity of the new birth, and that all men 
muſt be renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, or they 
could not enter into the joys of heaven. Both held 
up the doctrine of juſtification by faith, without the 
deeds of the law. Both held that men might obtain 
the pardon of their fins, and the aſſurance of the love 
of God, by believing in the name of Jeſus; and that 
men might certainly know that they were paſſed 
from death to life, a 
Both preached up holineſs of heart, life, and con- 
verſation, or ſanctification, as neceſſary to follow 
juſtification, and to fit the ſouls of men for the 
glories of heaven. Both believed in God; and in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. They believed alike of 

his divinity, incarnation, birth, life, death, burial, 
reſurrection, aſcenſion, ſeſſion at God's right 
hand in the heavens, 'of his interceſſion, and his 
coming again in glory. Both alike preached that 
ſalvation is wholly owing to the grace of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Both belieyed in the work of the Spirit alike; that it 
convinces of fin, leads to a Saviour, reveals Chriſt in 
all his offices, and in all his mediatorial fulneſs to the 
ſoul; bears witneſs with our ſpirits, that we are the 
2 children 
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children of God, and heirs of glory; that it is given 


to all true believers as the Spirit of Adoption, by 
which they cry, Abba Father : that thereby they are 
comforted, ſupported, ſtrengthened, ſealed to the 
day of redemption; are made active in the ſervice 
of God here, and aſſured of an open entrance into 
his preſence hereafter. 

In all theſe things, and many others, theſe truly 
great and good men agreed. They were both true 
miniſters of Jeſus, faithful in his ſervice, and highly 
bleſſed and honoured of him, in being made the in- 
ſtruments of the converſion of many thouſands of 
their fellow creatures. I honour them both; and 
what I ſay of one does not in the leaſt tend to diſpa- 
rage the memory of the other. Both have done wel! 
in their generation; and both have departed in full 
faith and triumph to their Lord, who has doubtleſs 
welcomed both of them into his preſence, given to 
each of them his approbation; and as both of them 
did certainly (by that wiſdom with which God in- 
ſpired them) win fouls, and turned many to righ- 
teouſneſs, ſo both of them /hall /hine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament, as the ſun in the kingdom of their Fa- 
ther, and as the ſtars for ever and ever. 

4. But now to return particularly to Mr. WESLEY. 
The good which he hath done, either immediately by 
his own labours, or mediately through the labours 
of thoſe in connexion with him, 1s inconceivable. I 


have had an opportunity of hearing the fame of this 
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in thoſe parts of America where nothing but careleſs- 
nels, ignorance, vice, profaneneſs, and immorality of 
every kind abounded : Where Sundays were days of 
diverſion, and where there was not ſo much as the 
form of religion, piety, or devotion before his preach- 
ers came thither. I have heard even thoſe who diſ- 
liked both Mr. WesLey and his ſentiments, ſay, 
© Theſe Methodiſts have done a great deal of good, 
« by civilizing the people in this country.“ 

But I truſt arid believe that more than a bare civi- 
lization hath taken place in the minds of vaſt multi- 
tudes under the preaching and labours of Mr. 
WeEesLEyr, and his miniſters. At this preſent time 
there are more than an hundred and twenty thouſand 
ſouls in that connexion ; all of whom are believed to 
be either in a ſtate of falvation, or earneſtly ſeeking 
it. Yea, and they muſt evidence the ſame by their 
conduct, or they are not ſuffered to remain in the 
ſociety. And how great is the number that in fifty 
two years paſt, the time ſince the ſociety firſt began, 
have gone triumping home to a better ſtate, both 
preachers and people? Theſe are the ſeals of his 
miniſtry, and ſhall be for his joy and crown of re- 
Joicing in' the day of the Lord. 

Theſe are his glory and joy, together with all 
thoſe who are yet in this mortal ſtate, and ſhall in 
due ſeaſon follow him home. If he that converts 
one ſinner from the error of his way, /hall ſave a ſoul 


from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of fins, by pre- 


venting 
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venting them from being committed; what unknown 
advantage hath been derived to the world from the 
almoſt unbounded labours and ſurprizing ſucceſſes of 


this faithful perſevering miniſter of Jeſus ? He cer- 


tainly deſerves great honour and eſteem for the good 
that hath been done by and through him to ſuch vaſt 
numbers of mankind. But the applauſe which Jeſus 
ſhall give him in one moment, far outweighs all 
that the whole race of men could give him in an 
age were they agreed. 

But there are ſome on earth, who are ſo far from 
being willing to allow Mr. WESIE v a place in hea- 
ven among the bleſſed, andythat he ſhall be applaud- 
ed by the Saviour, that they not only poſitively de- 
clare him to be damned, but ſeem to ſpeak of it 
with ſuch pleaſure and joy, as though they delighted 
in the idea of his being eternally doomed to have his 
dwelling in the lake of fire and brimſtone. Horrid 
thought; that a man who devoted all his life, talents, 
wealth, and influence to the glory of God, and the 
welfare of mankind, ſhould be caſt off for ever from 
him that he loved, and conſtantly ſerved on earth! 
But theſe uncharitable cenſorious revilers of the 


pious dead, have yet their religion to ſeek. It is no 


great breach of charity to ſay that their temper ſhews 
whoſe children they are. But in vain have they 


_ attempted to intimidate me, and prevent me from 


ſpeaking in favour of this venerable ſervant of 
Chriſt, whoſe blefled memory they would wiſh to 


1 do 


al 


taking, neither would I wiſh to interfere with their 


mory, cautioning the Author, and warning him not to ſpeak 
more than he knew, concluding with theſe words. There- 
«« fore as a true ſervant of God, be cautious of ſetting forth a bad 
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to load with the moſt bitter, falſe, and malicious 
accuſations.* But God hath bleſſed him, and he 
ſhall be bleſſed through all ages, for evermore. 

I purpoſely omit ſpeaking of the piety and holi- 
neſs of his life, his unbounded liberality, and the 
many other excellencies of his character, and his 
happy and peaceful death; partly, becauſe I expect | 
theſe things will be publiſhed by thoſe who are 
much better qualified than I am for ſuch an under- 


deſigns ; but chiefly I avoid ſaying any thing upon 
thoſe topics, becauſe I only intended to ſpeak of his 
public miniſtry, and the ſucceſs which has attended 
it, and the glorious rewards which await him in the 
kingdom of his Lord. 

I place myſelf upon this ground, leaving all other 


circumſtances out of the queſtion, Did he preach 
Jeſus Chriſt, and full ſalvation through him to man- 


* ler which the Author received FIR E. Tomlinſon, 
on the Tueſday evening after he had given notice that he would 
preach a Funeral Sermon for Mr. Weſley on Thurſday evening, 
was filled with the moſt falſe, bitter, and malicious accuſations 
and reproaches againſt the name and character of this truly great 
and good man, and the moſt opprobrious reflectiens upon his me- 


20 ' Character.” 


kind ? 
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kind > Did he by his miniſtry and influence win 
ſouls to Jeſus, and turn many to righteouſneſs ? 
Did he do much good in his day and generation ? 
If theſe queſtions muſt be anſwered in the affirma- 
tive, it is enough for my purpoſe; I may in that 
caſe affirm, without heſitation, that he ſhall ſhine 
with uncommon luſtre in the kingdom of God, and 
ſhall partake of all thoſe dignities which the Sa- 
viour hath promiſed to thoſe that are faithful unto 
death. 

If the character of Mr. WESLEV correſponded 
with that which I have drawn of a faithful mini- 
ſter in this diſcourſe from the facred writings, (as I 
doubt not but it did) then we may truly ſay of him, 
e He hath fought a good fight, hath finiſhed his 
*« courſe, and hath kept the faith; and henceforth 
ec there is laid up for him a crown of righteouſneſs, 
ec which the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall give 
« him at that day.” And bleſſed be our Saviour, 


& not to him only, but to all them alſo who love 
6 his appearing.” 
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